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PUBLIC HEALTH Learning Objectives:

Upon successful completion of this major, students will be able to:

1. Effectively communicate the health consequences of actions,
behaviors, or environmental degradation to the public, political
community, legal experts, or the media.

2. Demonstrate critical thinking and problem solving abilities for
environmental issues as an individual and as a member of a problem
solving team.

3. Integrate knowledge in social, physical, and biological sciences to
evaluate environmental issues, and

4. Apply knowledge of scientific methods to evaluate compliance with
environmental health standards and assess risks to workers and the
public.

Environmental Health is a branch of public health that studies

how biological, chemical, and physical factors in natural and built
environments impact human health and disease. Students will learn
how to help prevent injuries and disease by managing environmental
hazards and promoting healthier air, water, soil, homes, workplaces,
and communities. The major is one of only 25 programs nationwide
to be fully accredited by the standards of the National Environmental
Health Science and Protection Accreditation Council (https://
www.nehspac.org/), and the only such program in Colorado.

Why study Environmental Health?

According to the World Health Organization, 24% of all estimated global
deaths are related to the environment, including 8 million people who die
due to air pollution, 2 million due to waterborne diseases, and 3 million
from work-related diseases and accidents annually.

Academics:

Students begin their studies with foundational science courses in
biology, physics, general chemistry, organic chemistry, biochemistry,
microbiology, physiology, math, and statistics, and then use these
basic sciences as tools to solve environmental public health problems.
Students are involved in actual and simulated field projects with data
gathering and analysis, characterization of environmental public health
problems, evaluation of alternative solutions, and presentation of results
in written and oral formats. All Environmental Public Health students
complete a professional internship for academic credit with a private
sector company or public health agency.

Special Opportunities:

A capstone internship which allows students to put their coursework
into practice under the guidance of a qualified mentor. A pre-internship
seminar course prepares students in the essentials of resume & cover
letter writing, interviewing, networking and securing the internship.

Potential Occupations:

Occupations of Environmental Health alumni include, but are not limited
to: environmental health specialist, industrial hygienist, toxicologist,
epidemiologist, air quality analyst, water quality manager, pollution
prevention specialist, hazardous and solid waste specialist, occupational
safety specialist, radiation safety officer, disaster assistance team leader,
emergency manager, environmental consultant, and health educator.

In addition, Environmental Public Health is excellent preparation for
entry into medical school, veterinary school and other health-related


https://www.nehspac.org/
https://www.nehspac.org/
https://www.nehspac.org/
https://www.nehspac.org/

