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GRADUATE CERTIFICATE 
IN SPANISH FOR THE 
VETERINARY PROFESSIONAL
The graduate certificate in Spanish for the Veterinary Professional is 
intended for students in DVM programs and practicing professionals 
in veterinary medicine who have obtained an undergraduate degree. 
It develops intermediate-level, field-specific communication skills in 
Spanish that are fundamental for consulting with Spanish speaking 
pet-owners about animal health. Additionally, it develops awareness 
on relevant diverse cultural perspectives surrounding animal care and 
on how to increase access to veterinary medicine to Spanish speaking 
community members.

Students interested in graduate work should refer to the Graduate and 
Professional Bulletin (https://catalog.colostate.edu/general-catalog/
graduate-bulletin/).

Learning Objectives
Upon successful completion, students will be able to:

1. Preventative Care: Gather patient and client information and discuss 
best practices in preventative care (vaccination, parasite control, 
reproduction status, and diet) using simple, sentence-level discourse, 
appropriate question-formation structures, and targeted, field-specific 
terminology.

2. Describing physical states and behaviors: Obtain information 
about and describe animals’ physical states and behaviors using 
appropriate Spanish terminology, simple, sentence-level discourse, 
and appropriate question-formation structures.

3. Health History: Take patients’ health histories using appropriate 
Spanish terminology, question-formation structures, and a basic past-
tense time frame. This includes the ability to track comprehension 
of client input about their animal’s health and provide appropriate 
sentence-level summary statements of understanding.

4. Diagnostics: Use appropriate Spanish terminology and sentence-level 
discourse to provide basic explanations of the diagnostic results and 
their associated illnesses or conditions.

5. Treatment and follow-up: Use appropriate Spanish terminology 
and sentence-level discourse to recommend treatment options for 
common illnesses and conditions in veterinary medicine. Provide 
information about associated risks, medication administration, and 
basic instructions for at-home care.

6. Culture & Accessibility: Identify and analyze differences between 
their own cultural patterns and those of Spanish speaking pet owners 
and animal caretakers from different cultural backgrounds. Pinpoint 
and address areas of potential cultural misunderstanding to foster 
increased access to veterinary care for LEP Spanish speaking 
community members. Utilize information that is taught to design a 
clinic that is accessible to LEP Spanish speaking clientele.
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